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Lo %The Esk& eirport is direstly northwest of the town of Eckau. It comsiste of a
largs rectangular pisin 6 kn. long and 4 Im. wide. A runwey about 4 k. long snd 30
meters wide extends diegoaally froum the southern end to the northeorimost angle of the
fisld. Perpendicular to and Jolning this rumwey are 21X or asevenm other runways om
the weet “oward the Petrovgrad road, which ruus alwest parallel to the field at e
distance of aboub 200 meters.

2, UHorthwest of the field, at about 200 msters, thers is one of the largest
sugar factories im Yugoelavia: to the west, nesr the outekirts of Petrovgrad, there
is a brick factory.

3. Detween the field sad the rosd are gue platforma buils by the Gsrmans byt now
devoid of pems: There 18 et present ne exti-asiroralt defsnse for the field.

4. BEasks is one of the few alrports whish has no obstructions end is aasily
acceszible. “his may be dus to the lact that the peasents plowed and planted the
lend et the ends of the field hmmediately after the war. It is likely, howevar,
thet they wwill be driven off thes land afber the harvest.

5. ZThere are the foll :'ing lwstellaticas on the airfields On the south, te the
laft, tharve is & sissble hengar; in the saue vicinity there are two wooden huts used
# workshops and to the right of them there 13 & hut nesd as an eluminum foundry; sast
T the foundry there is an open apece with twro underground gasoline storage tanke and
5 oil tenk; nesr this, and im the open, there are airplene motoers end psrits waiting to
¢ taken to the workshops; alse to the emst theve is & aingle-story building used
s barrecks for the troops and as e mess; likewlse to the east there is a spece con-
aining £ive buildings used for the school, ard as Lillets and mess for officers,
ilote, and specielietz. HNorth of the troop barracks m building wes under construc~
icn on which German prisonsrs of wer werc working: The building ie of modern rkyle,
i1th thres stories, and will be used for the offices of the alrport command and as
billet for transisnt offiocere, since Egkm fleld has been dssignated az one of the
jirports %o be u2ed by the civilian airlines. The uirpnrt commend i3 now Iodgcd
ear the town in & caztle roguisitioned from a loom) noblem::i.

6o Gasoline supplies come by train to a swall Lown east of the field, whenoce
ey are brought to the field in water-truecks.

7. %he Garmana built sa ¢ l-duct which went fram a ssoondary station in Petrowgrad
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near the sugar faoctory, to a point on the field east of the main rumway, where
there wers two underground storage tanks. Both the oll=duct end the reservoirs
are now in disrepair, however, and are not being used.

Bo The Eoka Flying School

8. The Ecka Flyimg School 1s looeted at the sirporte. 4m July 1546 ths school
oonsiasted of two sections = the lst end 2nd Bquadrons. Sohool ccamsnder wes Msj.
Zanko or Canko, sbout 35 years old, s Slovene, believed to be from Ljubljena.

9. The lst Squadron was ocommanded by Capt. Spedir, & Serd, married to a
Viennsess wowen. He is e skilled pilot who was en eir force officer during the
roign of King Peter, The squadron had 20 plamnss of the British “Piger™ treining
type, with two seata, both bi=planes and single motow pleres. The insignis wan
two red stars on the sides of the fuselage, Denszth the Lower wing and above the
wrper wing. On the rudder the Tugoslev flsg was painted with = red star im the
oanter. The motor was flanked by three aylindsrs om each side, on the same levelo
In dune 1946 eight of these planes were transferrsd %o the Pencevo Academy and re-
plsced with seven or eight Yak training plapes. The 7ak plans has two sests, ome
mobor, and iz o monoplane with duml control. 4% 13 eimilar %o the Spitfirs, thut is
heavier znd slightly swaller. . It 48 equipped with & 20 mm. gun, ths barrel of
whioch ie inserted im the propeller rod, snd am 8 am. maochine gun on the right wing.
The gun on the left wing had bhen romoved bessuss the plianze were %o be used for
treining. The motor bas six or eight oylinders of about 1200 BF. The spsed of the
plapes is about 400 lkm. am hour when new. The planes wers brought from Famdevo by
Russian pilots,

- 10. The staff of the lst Squadronm ocneisted of four ssoond lieutensnts. It alsc
included six or seven MCO’s 22 to 27 ywara ofage, former pllots of Pavelich®s air
forts who atbtended a flying coutss in ltaly during the war; 4two ground orew members
without renk wheo had served first with King Peter’s air foruoe ant later with Feweliel s
air fores under the Germans, the BNDH; 25 aspeoialiste, all fram Africs (except one, wi
had been with the ENDH), without any rank, each of them having a plane except for
five or slx who served in the workshidps.

- 1lo The 2nd Squadron, cemmanded by & lieutonen®, has nine planes of the Amerioss
“Harvard” type, two-seatsr training monoplanes, averaging 350 km. per hour. They are
withoyt weapons though the ecosssory instellstionz are present.

12, The stgff of the 2nd Squadron oonsisted of two lieutenent pilots formerly of
the ENDH and & second lieutenant, & native of Ljubljene, slso from the ENDH. Of the
three noncommissioned pllots, two ocams from the ENDH and one from Africa. There ware
thirteen specinlists without renk, sowe of whom hed belonged to Pavelich’s air foroe.

13. The pilot treining school had been set up first at the Zemunik sirfield near
Zora, in January 1945, and was transferred to Eoke alrfield in Yctober of the come
year. It was the first flying achool we% up in Yugoslavie under Tito. Among those
who attemded the school were many who had belonged to Pevelich’s air force and had
then joined the partisans. The refresher course consisted of seven or eight hours
in the air, after which the pilots wers transferred to the varicus sevticns..

l4. Baginners took & course consisting of 70-90 filght hours in the Tiger planes.
followed by a few hours in the “Harvard" plenes, sfter whioch they were given their
flying licenses and assigned to a seetion. To be admitied to the course for begipumer: .
the student pilote had tc hews an elementary achool diplome and come from the ranks
of the partisans. Many unlversity studentva sttended the sohool. ' In July 1946 there
wore about 70 pupile at the school, all 20 ysars old except for one who was only 17,
They had started their training at “emunik near Zareo .

16. GStudents at the Kokas school alsoc were taught night flyikg. Bach student has
two hours of night flylng inoluding two teke=offs, two landings, and about 20 minutes
of solo flying. During these flight the field @s 1)luminated by petroleun lamps.

16. The following is the sohool schedules.

A% 0600: The pupils are reviewsed by the %quedron Commander, who gives flyin:
instrustions. feter esch inetructor takes thres or four pupils to each of whom he
gives 40 minutes flying instructioms, using the dual control. Take=offs and landings
areo taught £irst, and later training is given in air scorobatics,
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At 1300; There are lesacus in mcordynamics, motors, end mavigation, given
by flight offioers.

At 1830s The Cummiasar glves a lesson in Communist political indootrine-
tion.

17. The uniforms of the officers and specialists are of khaki obler, wibh
insignie of vank worn on the sleeva, though im asome instances it is found on the
shoulder. ZThere is a red star ol the oapo Fight oificers end nox-commissioned
.officers wear silver wings on the left side of their shest Joined by a red star.
Specihlists wear no distinctive insignia. Fupil’s equipment snd uniforms were
furnished by England snd are ldentloeal with that of the RAF. After six monthe
training the pupils are permitted to wear the insiznla of a pilot,

18. The base salary of officors is from 1800 to 8200 do per menths Sergeants
reseive 600 4, per month, and other higher renking nop=ocoxmissioned offloers earn
a little more. The specislists sarn only 100 d. per montho N{litery personnsl
doing work requiring s rank superior %o the one held receive sdditional pay.
Pupils recsive 100 d. per momtho

18, Beosuse of the varfocus motivities of the Ecka airfiald, there is a Service
Company on the fleld oondketing of about 40 military persomnel under a Croat lleu-
tanont and & Folitioal Comninsar offiocer.

20: In September 1946 the flight control building waz finlshed, To the left
of the flight control building, work was begun on & large hanger.
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Diegram of She Eoka Airport, loosted northwest of the town of Eoks.
 Logend

1. Main rumway (4 kms long approximately and S1 meters wide)
2o Secondary rummay ' ‘
3. Hangar -
4; Aluminue foundry
6o Wooden buildings used as werkshupe
6. Underground gastline atorage tanka
7. 04} atorage tank
8o Flace for keeping motors awaiting repair
9. Wooden building vontaining airplene machine guns
10. Ono story building used ae Troop billet and mess
11, "Space contalning five hrraoka. ome of which ia used a8 a nmoss kitohen, two as
aquadroa ocommend headquarters and billet for pilota, and wro as biltlet for
apeclialistse.
12, Entrance to mirport for speaislists only
13, Sugar feotery with smokeataok
14, Headquarters cwmand building under oonstruction
15, Oil-duct and underground #11 storage tanis
18, Zfrick factory nsar Fetrovgrad
17, largs hapgar under oonstruotion

18, Cenircl towor (fleld) under construction

mz CONTROL
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